
Suggested Reading for Pre-Law Students 

 Title, Author, ISBN# 

1. 1L of a Ride: A Well-Traveled Professor’s Roadmap to Success in the First Year of Law 

School, Andrew J. McClurg. 9780314194831 

2. 29 Reasons Not to Go to Law School, Ralph Warner and Toni Ihara. 9780873372435 

3. ABA-LSAC Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools, Wendy Margolis. 

9780976024552 

4. Barman: Ping-pong, Pathos, and Passing the Bar, Alex Wellen. 9781400048922 

5. To Be a Trial Lawyer, F. Lee Bailey. 9780471072560 

6. The Best Law Schools’ Admissions Secrets: The Essential Guide from Harvard’s Former 

Admissions Dean, Joyce Curll. 9781402211829 

7. The Betrayed Profession: Lawyering at the End of the Twentieth Century, Sol M. 

Linowitz. 9780801853296 

8. The Brethren: Inside the Supreme Court, Bob Woodward. 9780743274029 

9. Broken Contract: A Memoir of Harvard Law School, Richard D. Kahlenberg. 

9780809031658 

10. The Buffalo Creek Disaster, Gerald M. Stern. 9780307388490 

11. Careers in Law, Gary A. Munneke. 9780071411455 

12. A Civil Action, Jonathan Harr. 9780679772675 

13. The Courage of Their Convictions: Sixteen Americans who Fought Their Way to the 

Supreme Court, Peter Irons. 9780140128109 

14. Deconstructing Legal Analysis: A 1L Primer, Peter T. Wendel. 9780735584754 

15. Double Billing: A Young Lawyer’s Tale of Greed, Sex, Lies, and the Pursuit of a Swivel 

Chair, Cameron Stracher. 9780688172220 

16. Should You Really be a Lawyer: The Guide to Smart Career Choices During & After 

Law School, Deboarh Schneider and Gary Belsky. 9780940675612 

17. Full Disclosure: Do You Really Want to be a Lawyer?, Susan J. Bell. 9781560791539 

18. Getting to Maybe: How to Excel on Law School Exams, Richard Michael Fischl and 

Jeremy Paul. 9780890897607 

19. Gideon’s Trumpet, Anthony Lewis. 9780679723127 

20. How to Get into Law School, Susan Estrich. 9781440685002 

21. How to Get into the Top Law Schools, Richard Montauk. 9780735204294 

22. The Idealist.org Handbook to Building a Better World: How to Turn Your Good 

Intentions into Actions that Make a Difference, idealist.org and Stephanie Land. 

9781101019917 

23. Introduction to the American Legal System, Enika Schulze. 9780131199217 

24. Introduction to Law and the Legal System, Frank Schubert. 9780618312023 

25. Introduction to Legal Reasoning, Edward H. Levi. 9780226474083 

26. Ivy Briefs: True Tales of a Neurotic Law Student, Martha Kimes. 9780743288392 



27. The Ivey Guide to Law School Admission: Straight Advice on Essays, Resumes, 

Interviews, and More, Anna Ivey. 9780156029797 

28. Law School Confidential, A Complete Guide to the Law School Experience: By 

Students, For Students, Robert H. Miller. 9780312243098 

29. Law’s Empire, Ronald Dwarkin. 9780674518360 

30. The Law School Labyrinth: A Guide to Making the Most of Your Legal Education, 

Steven R. Sedberry. 9781427799586 

31. Law v. Life: What Lawyers are Afraid to Say about the Legal Profession, Walt Bachman. 

9780962765988 

32. The Lawyer’s Career Change Handbook: More than 300 Things You can do with a law 

Degree, Hindi Greenberg. 9780380795727 

33. The Lawyer Myth: A Defense of the American Legal Profession, Rennard Strickland and 

Frank T. Read. 9780804011112 

34. Lives of Lawyers: Journey in the Organizations of Practice, Michael J. Kelly. 

9780472105007 

35. The Lost Lawyer: Failing Ideals of the Legal Profession, Anthony Kronman. 

9780674539273 

36. The Lure of the Law: Why People Become Lawyers, and What the Profession Does to 

Them, Richard W. Moll. 9780140105568 

37. May it Please the Court: Judicial Processes and Politics in America, Brian Porto. 

9780321036834 

38. Money and Justice: Who Owns the Court, Lois Forer. 9780393303131 

39. The NAPLA/SAPLA Book of Law School Lists. Available at 

http://www.bu.edu/cas/pdfs/undergraduate/LSAT.pdf 

40. The Nature of the Judicial Process, Benjamin Nathan Cardozo. 9780486443867 

41. The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court, Jeffrey Toobin. 

9781400096794 

42. Non-legal Careers for Lawyers, Gary A. Muneke et. al. 9781590316757 

43. The Official Guide to Legal Specialties, NALP and Lisa Abrams. 9780159003916 

44. The Official LSAT Superprep, LSAC. 9780979305061 

45. One-L: The Turbulent True Story of a First Year at Harvard Law School, Scott Turow. 

9780143119029 

46. Pigs in Heaven, Barbara Kingsolver. 9780061436710 

47. The Politics of Law: A Progressive Critique, David Kairys.  

9780465059591 

48. Punishment and Responsibility: Essays on the Philosophy of Law, H.L.A. Hart. 

9780199534777. 

49. Rights on Trial: The Odyssey of a People’s Lawyer, Arthur Kinoy. 9780964188709 

http://www.bu.edu/cas/pdfs/undergraduate/LSAT.pdf


50. Should Trees have Standing? And Other Essays on Law, Morals and the Environment, 

Christopher D. Stone. Should Trees have Standing? And Other Essays on Law, Morals 

and the Environment 

51. Should You Really be a Lawyer? The Guide to Smart Career Choices Before, During, 

and After Law School, Deborah Schneider and Gary Belsky. 9780940675612 

52. Simple Justice: The History of Brown v. Board of Education and Black America’s 

Struggle for Equality, Richard Kluger. 9781400030613 

53. The Soul of the Law, Benjamin Sells. 9781852304829. 

54. Too Close to Call: The Thirty-Six-Day Battle to Decide the Election of 2000, Jeffrey 

Toobin. 9780375761072 

55. The Transformation of American Law, Mortin Horwitz. 9780674903715 

56. What Ever Law Student Really Needs to Know: An Introduction to the Study of Law, 

Tracey George and Suzanna Sherry. 9780735582361 

57. With Justice for None: Destroying an American Myth, Gerry Spence. 9780140133257 


