Seattle University School of Law 
Spring 2012 First-Year Elective Courses


Full-Time Preference Sections
These courses are scheduled during the day and are primarily intended for students in the full-time program. Full-time students have preference for enrollment in these courses. For more details see the Spring 2012 1L Registration Newsletter or the Lotteries page on the Registrar’s section of the Seattle University School of Law website.

American Legal History (JURS-150-A)
Professor Siegel, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30 – 10:45 a.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Siegel_2011-10-12_AmericanLegalHistory.wmv 
Professor Siegel’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Andrew_Siegel.xml 
This course is designed as an introduction to some of the important themes, issues, and arguments in the history of American law and legal institutions.  The class will divide its time relatively equally between constitutional law, private law, and the history of the legal profession, while paying particular attention to the complicated ways in which law and lawyers both reinforce and challenge prevailing power relationships. The class is designed expressly as a “perspectives” course, providing tools and ways of thing that will hopefully provide context for and deepen your thinking about your other substantive courses. Each week’s discussion will be organized around one or two articles or books that offer provocative takes on or thoughtful explorations of our particular subject. Occasional lectures will supplement those readings and provide needed context.  Student will be required to write five short reaction papers (each approximately 2-3 pages) and to complete a take-home examination.  The course assumes no prior familiarity with legal history.  

Students who enroll in this course will not be eligible to enroll in the upper-division American Legal History course.

Introduction to Criminal Procedure (CRIM-150-A)
Professor Halliburton, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 – 3:15 p.m. 
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Halliburton_2011-10-11_CrimProcess.wmv 
Professor Halliburton’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Christian_Halliburton.xml 
This course is designed as a precursor or prequel to the two upper division courses, Criminal Procedure – Investigative and Advanced Criminal Procedure. While the 1L elective is not a prerequisite to those courses, it will provide a broad and textured foundation for additional coursework in the area. The class will consider substantive and procedural approaches to regulation of the criminal justice system in its larger context, paying equal attention to institutional, doctrinal, conceptual, and practical factors that collaborate to produce our system of law enforcement.

The class will read a combination of judicial, scholarly, and interdisciplinary materials that will facilitate an in-class conversation using a variety of instructional modes.  Students will be provided with several opportunities for feedback on written and oral exercises, and should find compelling and engaging topical discussion regardless of their eventual career path.

International Law (INTL-150-A)
Professor Chinen, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 – 3:15 p.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Chinen_2011-10-11_InternationalLaw.wmv 
Professor Chinen’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Mark_A_Chinen.xml 
This course introduces students to the basic principles of international and transnational law and to aspects of international law practice. Its purpose, however, is not to give a systematic treatment of international law, but expose to students to certain legal concepts, areas of law, and international developments that can be explored further in more specialized courses.

Each week, we will use case studies or current developments, such as the international market for pharmaceuticals; the question of Palestinian statehood; climate change; the international financial crisis; etc. to examine doctrines concerning the sources of international law; treaty interpretation; international actors; and international dispute settlement; as well as specific areas such as the international regulation of trade and finance; international environmental law; the use of force; and international human rights.

A student who is interested in practicing international or transnational law might wish to take this course. As discussed above, it is designed to give students some understanding of what is involved in the practice of international and transnational law and to provide an overview of these topics so that students can explore them further in upper division courses. It is not a prerequisite for most international law courses, except that it would satisfy the requirements for enrolling in the seminar on Advanced Topics in International Law.

Introduction to Law and Technology (INTP-150-A)
Professor Bond, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30 – 9:45 a.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Bond_2011-10-11_LawTechnology.wmv 
Professor Bond’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Heidi_Sacha_Bond.xml 
This course explores the interplay between technology and the law that governs technology. This course uses current issues--ranging from gene patenting to the use of trademark to squelch dissent and discussion--to provide students with familiarity with intellectual property and internet law, and to explore how law can serve to solve problems between disparate stakeholders. Intended for a general purpose audience; no prior experience in law or in science/engineering is assumed.

Introduction to Public Law and the Administrative State (ADMN-150-A)
Dean Niles & Professor Brown, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 – 3:15 p.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/NilesBrown_2011-10-11_AdminLaw.wmv 
Dean Niles’ faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Mark_Niles.xml 
Professor Brown’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Visiting_and_Affiliated/Patrick_Brown.xml 
Unlike the traditional first-year courses, which focus on the common law and disputes between private parties, this course examines public law, i.e., legislation and regulation. The course introduces the most important doctrines and theories that serve as the foundations for American public law, including theories of representative government, the roles and relationships between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government, the rise of the administrative state, the requirements of legislative and administrative process, the theories and methods of statutory interpretation, and judicial review of legislation and regulation. This overview of the roles and functions of administrative agencies in government, and of the relationship between these agencies and other branches of government will prepare students for a wide range of upper-division courses (including, but not limited to, Administrative Law) and for law practice, much of which occurs in the public law arena. The course will illustrate some of its basic concepts by drawing briefly on Washington State administrative law.  

Law and Business: An Introduction to the Political Economy of Modern Business (BUSN-150-A)
Professor Knight, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 – 3:15 p.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Knight_2011-10-11_LawBusiness.wmv 
Professor Knight’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/WH_Joe_Knight.xml 
This course is centered on political economy, i.e., the study of the role of business operations and economic processes in the shaping of society, history and the law. We will look at this subject in the context of law and regulation, surveying a range of issues within the field, including business decision-making, the concept of profit and general economic growth, work, poverty, corruption, foreign aid, trade, and government fiscal and monetary policy.

In addition to cases and statutes, we will examine private and public decision-making policies by both large and small business firms.  We will supplement traditional legal analysis with critical inquiry into the nature of law, politics and the links between policy preferences and policy outcomes. We will also consider problems of collective action and strategic behavior.  We will try to make sense of society and history through the context of political, cultural, and environmental processes, to determine the impact on aspects of national and international economy and law. 

Students will be evaluated through two or three short essays (2 to 3 pages), class participation and discussion and, a final, original research paper on a topic of their choosing (approximately 15 to 20 pages in length). Class materials are still being developed and will not be available until December. Throughout the semester, students will be encouraged to keep a journal of ideas and topics that they find interesting which could serve as the foundation of their paper


Lawyering for a Just and Humane World (PROF-150-A)
Professors Bowman & Shen-Jaffe, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 8:30 – 9:45 a.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Bowman_2011-10-06_HumaneWorld.wmv 
Professor Bowman’s faculty profile: http://law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Mary_Bowman.xml 
Professor Shen-Jaffe’s faculty profile: http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Visiting_and_Affiliated/Ada_Shen-Jaffe.xml 
As set forth in its Mission Statement, "Seattle University School of Law is committed to educating outstanding lawyers who are leaders for a just and humane world." Students will explore the meaning of this mission and how it relates to their role as legal professionals, irrespective of their career paths. 

Specifically, the course will introduce students to foundational lawyering skills such as interviewing and fact development, creative problem-solving, leadership capacities of justice work, reflection, strategic and systems thinking, policy advocacy, multi-forum lawyering, and cross-difference interaction and understanding. Students will build these skills through engaged activities, including in-class exercises, critical readings, and group and individual assignments.  Exploring these foundational lawyering skills will ground students' choices in professional values that enable them to best serve their clients, fulfill their public responsibilities and find deep meaning in their work.


Part-Time Preference Sections
These courses are scheduled in the evening and are primarily intended for students in the part-time program. Part-time students have preference for enrollment in these courses. For more details see the Spring 2012 1L Registration Newsletter or the Lotteries page on the Registrar’s section of the Seattle University School of Law website.

Law and Business: Introduction to Transactional Lawyering (BUSN-150-E)
Professor Bender, Mondays & Wednesdays, 8 – 9:15 p.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Bender_2011-10-11_LawBusiness.wmv 
Professor Bender’s faculty profile: http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Steve_Bender.xml 
This course will introduce students to the range of career opportunities for transactional lawyers and the skill-set they will need to acquire in law school and beyond to represent business clients in transactions that encompass corporate finance and formation, real estate, sports law, employment law, and tax. Students will probe key Washington business sectors while hearing from local lawyers who address their transactional needs. Our focus on the skills toolkit of transactional lawyers will include legal ethics for business lawyers, exercises in contract negotiation and drafting, and malpractice avoidance. Doctrinal emphasis will include readings on business regulation and the social responsibility of business. Students will be graded on various papers and projects reflecting this mix of doctrine and practical skills training.

Legislation and Regulation (ADMN-150-E)
Professor Duane, Mondays & Wednesdays, 8 - 9:15 p.m.
Video description: mms://medialaw.seattleu.edu/advising/Duane_2011-10-06_LegislationRegulation.wmv 
Professor Duane’s faculty profile: http://www.law.seattleu.edu/Faculty/Faculty_Profiles/Visiting_and_Affiliated/Tim_Duane.xml 
The modern administrative state is a pervasive force in American life; invariably, important political and policy questions (even if they initially arise in the Common Law) are addressed by the legislative and the executive branches (through the adoption of statutes) and then interpreted by the executive branch (through the adoption of rules, regulations, policy documents, executive orders, etc. and through the adjudication of individual cases delegated to their authority). The courts then often play a critical role in judicial review of both legislation and administrative action. This course examines the theory and practice of statutory construction, the relationship between the branches in the dynamic process of law-making, and the substantive statute (the Administrative Procedure Act of 1946 [APA]) that guides agency rulemaking and adjudication (subject to judicial review). The APA applies to a wide range of agencies and therefore principles of administrative law apply to a wide range of substantive laws: environmental, safety, employment, education, health care, and myriad other types of law are dominated by administrative law. This course is therefore an important stepping-stone to upper division courses: it will give you a foundation for more nuanced and sophisticated exploration of upper division courses as well as an introduction to the field of public law more generally.
