Preparing to Pursue Public Interest Experiences 
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Before you pursue public service experiences, take time to understand your current public service interests, passions, professional goals, strengths, and weaknesses.  Answer the following questions to begin to identify your practice areas of interests and why, your ideal work environment, and desired geographic location.  Also begin to explore your current academic and professional skill set.  You most likely do not have definite answers to all of these questions, and that is ok.  Approach this as an ongoing process.  

Self-Assessment:

1. Who are you?  Describe yourself within the context of your family, your values, your traditions, your culture, and life experiences.
2. What is going well academically in law school right now?  What subject or field is really capturing your interest?

3. In what area of the law are you most interested?  What practice area(s) do you plan to pursue? Why?
4. What are your academic and/or professional strengths?  Writing, critical thinking, working with people, presenting, debating?

5. What are your academic and/or professional weaknesses right now?  What are areas for improvement?

6. What is your ideal work environment?  Ideally do you want to work at a firm, for government, non-profit?  What size organization would be ideal?  Why are you attracted to this environment?
7. Where do you want to live?  What city, geographic area, or market should you be plugging in to as you build your network?

8. About what are you passionate in your life?  What do you enjoy doing outside of school and work?

Additional questions to ask yourself:

· Are there any ways in which you currently serve the public?  

· For example, volunteering at a domestic abuse or homeless shelter, teaching classes at a community center that serves a low SES population

· Are there any issues or causes about which you feel really passionate?

· For example, the environment, same sex marriage, improving urban schools

· What communities are you interested strengthening?  

· For example, improving Native American rights, improving opportunities for families who speak are English language learners

· How might you best serve the public?  

· For example, as a class action litigator, a lobbyist, an activist, public defender, at a small/large  organization

· What do you have to offer?

· For example, great writing skills, strong orator, passion for a certain issue or community

· What do you have to learn?

· For example, improve your networking skills, learn about a field in which you are interested (environmental rights)

· How does public interest work overlap with your own professional goals?  

· For example, do you want to be doing hands-on work improving conditions for homeless people while advancing your professional career as an attorney?

